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10AM SUNDAY SERVICES IN
SEPTEMBER

September 5, 2021
The Rev. Kevin Van Brunt
Scripture Luke 10:38-42
Sermon: “Sit”

September 12, 2021
The Rev. Kevin Van Brunt
Scripture: Matthew 14:22-33
Sermon: “Take Courage”

September 19, 2021
The Rev. Kevin Van Brunt
Scripture: Mark 4:35-41
Sermon: “Jesus Calms”

September 26, 2021
Guest Preacher

Deacon on Call:
August 18 to September 21 – George Faul (603)
569-2969
September 22 to October 19 – TBA

“DISCOURAGED?”
“When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears
and delivers them out of all their troubles. The Lord
is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed
in spirit. Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the Lord delivers him out of them all.” Psalm
34:17-19

Discouraged?

Let’s call it what it is… Discouragement.
Discouragement is a loss of confidence or
enthusiasm. It is an attempt to prevent something
by showing disapproval or creating difficulties.

As I look around I see tired and droopy faces, not
all the time but more than I have before. As an
internal optimist who relies on the joy of the Lord, I
have found myself having to reset more recently
than before. I am thankful that God hears my
prayers and delivers my heart from trouble.
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Verses like Psalm 34:17-19 remind me that God is
close and carries us through. So what is your
burden? Do you try to rely on your own strength of
the strength of the Lord?

From one end of the Bible to the other, we read
story after story of God strengthening his people.
We just wrapped up a sermon series together on
Ephesians. While in chains the Apostle Paul
reminded the church of Ephesus “to be strong in the
Lord and in the power of His might” (Ephesians
6:10). The power of His might is a great and
impressive display of power!

Whatever trial, challenge or discouragement comes
your way, may you draw upon God’s strength to see
you through. May the hope of the Lord fill you to
overflowing!

Encouraged by His power of His might,
Pastor Kevin

PEGGY’S NOTE

My daughter reports that she looked around the
other day and realized it was the height, and the
essence, of full, perfect summer. This is a short and
precious season in New Hampshire. But
everywhere, summer’s lease hath all too short a
date, and as I write this, it’s still August, and a
scorcher, and so the next line in Shakespeare’s
Sonnet 18 is also true: Sometime too hot the eye of
heaven shines. (surely it was metaphorical, but it's
true)

Other lines pop to mind; you know the source and at
least one tune:
For everything there is a season,
and a time for every purpose under heaven…
a time to embrace,
and a time to refrain from embracing.

It is my plan to reconvene the bells on September 8,
the first Wednesday after Labor Day. The Delta
variant is making headlines and inroads, far and
near. I hear the identified variants so far are up to at
least Lambda, or 11 of the 24 letters in the Greek
alphabet. As ever, we don’t know the future, but we
know that for everything there is a season.

Those of you who have been in the singing choir
and will miss it, and are not already in the bell
choir, please come to a few rehearsals and see how
it goes. We will meet for one hour starting at 6:30
on Wednesdays as long as it seems, on balance, to
be a good idea. To me, for singers – who need to
gather for long times in rehearsal – it is still a time
to keep silence.

Here is a text by Brian Wren, set to the tune
Beginnings by Carleton Young:

This is a day of new beginnings,
Time to remember and move on,
Time to believe what love is bringing,
Laying to rest the pain that’s gone.

For by the life and death of Jesus,
God’s mighty Spirit, now as then,
Can make for us a world of difference,
As faith and hope are born again.

Then let us, with the Spirit’s daring,
Step from the past and leave behind
Our disappointment, guilt and grieving,
Seeking new paths, and sure to find.

Christ is alive, and goes before us,
To show and share what love can do.
This is a day of new beginnings;
Our God is making all things new.

In faith we’ll gather round the table,
To taste and share what love can do.
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This is a day of new beginnings;
Our God is making all things new.*

You can find it online, if you want to hear the tune.
But we receive words by a different route when
read silently or spoken without tune,
and these seem to stand up well to
scrutiny.

I salute you all at the end of this
interesting summer, and the wise
choices you continue to make,

Peggy Johnson, Director of Music

SEPTEMBER
MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
This month we feature
International Ministries and the
World Mission Offering 2021 in
our Spotlight on Outreach

Ministry. International Ministries (IM) has grown
and evolved over more than two centuries of
ministry. It is the oldest International Baptist
mission agency in North America. Its central
mission is to work cross-culturally to invite people
to become disciples of Jesus Christ and to proclaim,
through both word and deed, God’s reign of justice,
peace, and abundant life for all creation.
Every Fall, individuals and congregations come
together for a time of awareness, advocacy, and
action for global mission.   Thousands across the
country celebrate and support the ministries through
the World Mission Offering.  Ministry priorities
include Immigrants & Refugees, Peace & Justice,
Abolishing Global Slavery, Education, Economic
Development, and Health & Wellness,  God is
doing wonderful work through IM’s 120 global

servants, 250 global partners, 430 short term
volunteers in over 70 countries.

Moving stories of global servants at work can be
found in the International Ministries most recent
annual report.  You can read about Drs. Anita and
Rick Gutierrez who left their family medical
practice to work in impoverished areas in South
Africa training laypersons to perform health
screenings and provide education and referrals to
local clinics;  Carmella Jones in Budapest, Hungary
who works tirelessly in schools and other
institutions supporting marginalized children;
Amanda and Jon Good in Debrecen, Hungary who
help Hungarians of all ages and international
students learn more about Christianity; and, Sarah
Matos and J.D & Rhonda Reed in Bolivia whose
work through the Project of Hope Foundation
focuses on health and wellness, training local
leaders, and local church empowerment.

Our gifts to the World Mission
Offering help support global
servants living expenses
(housing, medical benefits,
retirement) as well as basic ministry expenses.
They also support ministry leadership at the home
office.  85% of our gifts go to program expenses;
10% to administrative support and fees; and 5% to
development and fundraising.  Much more detailed
information about International Ministries and the
work of their global servants throughout the world
can be found at www.worldmissionoffering.org.  If
you would like to contribute to the World Mission
Offering you can do so by making out a check to
MVCC with World Mission Offering in the memo
line.  Envelopes are available in the church pews.

Debi Lynch
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OUTREACH NOTE:

Thank you to the congregation for your donations of
$583 to One Great Hour of Sharing, $855 to L.I.F.E.
Ministries Food Pantry, and $100 to Teen
Challenge.

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT AS OF JULY
31, 2021

2021 Full
Year
Budget

Received
Year-To-Date
July

Percent of
Full Year
Budget

Member
Pledges and
Plate
Offerings

$137,209 $58,020 42.3%

Other
Income1

$76,146 $35,138 46.1%

Payroll
Protection
Plan Grant2

$0 $0 $0

Total
Income

$213,355 $93,158 43.7%

Total
Expenses

$213,355 $98,692 46.3%

Surplus /
(Deficit)

$0 ($5,534)

1 Other Income includes interest, trust distributions,
church fund distribution, and fundraisers
2 The federal government’s Payroll Protection Plan 2020
grant covered the income expected from 2020’s annual
Fair and Auction

● MVCC is running a small year-to-date deficit
which is typically recovered by year-end.

● Please continue to keep your pledges and
offerings up to date.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY
Governor Wentworth Area Volunteer Co-op
(GWAVCoop) is looking for the following items:
Cloth masks (kid and teen sizes); ear buds;

calculators (basic scientific functions); colored
pencils; composition notebooks; gift cards to Khols,
Old Navy, TJMaxx/Marshalls, Target, Old Navy,
and Hannaford; donations toward drivers education,
school sweatshirts, sneakers, and shoes; and socks
(ankle length).  If you would like to donate any of
these items they can be dropped off in the plastic
bin inside the parking lot doors at First
Congregational Church at 115 South Main Street,
Wolfeboro.  Please email Krista at
kristafccw@gmail.com and let her know you
dropped something off.  Monetary donations should
be made payable to FCCW (indicate in the memo
line if there is a specific item to which you are
donating) and mail to First Congregational Church,
UCC, Attention:  Office Administrator, PO Box 913,
Wolfeboro, NH  03894. GWAVCoop is one of the
ministries that MVCC and the Outreach Committee
supports.  Please contact Debi Lynch at
lynchkg124@gmail.com or 484-467-3242 with any
questions.

Read Any Good
Books?

The Book Woman of
Troublesome Creek

by Kim Michele
Richardson 

This was a great read.  I actually listened to the
audio from the Tuftonboro Library.
The protagonist is a blue woman in Kentucky
during the 1930s.  She is a packhorse librarian,
delivering books to remote families.
Who knew there were actually people who had blue
skin?  More importantly it is a story of a strong,
determined, young woman during a time when
strong, determined women weren’t exactly popular.

- Cindy Barnard

Please send me your selection to publish and share
with others.

Hannah Reif

secretary@mvccnh.org
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SAVE THE DATES:

Feet for Fuel /Walk for
Warmth

Walkathon
Sunday, October 17

2PM

Lakes Church Fall Gathering:

● Sunday September 19th 3pm (fellowship,
swim/canoe, campfire, conversation- gather
:) )

● At Sentinel Lodge 29 Sentinel Lodge Road,
Center Tuftonboro, NH 03816

● 4:30pm Lasagna Dinner (GF available)
green beans, salad, homemade rolls,
brownies and icecream.

● RSVP name and count to
admin@campsentinel.org BY Friday
September 10th.

Kick Off
September 15

6:30pm
@ Camp Sentinel

 Sentinel is gathering local churches (First
Christian, Harvest Wolfeboro, Wolfeboro Bible,
Melvin Village Community Church and others
welcome!) to continue a community youth group
that was started in 2011. The group will meet
Wednesdays 6:30-8pm. The first meeting kick off
will be Wednesday September 15th at Camp
Sentinel at 6:30pm. 

Brandon Woody is joined by Hannah Reif in
the leadership of this group as they stand with our
local teens.   
If you are interested in joining or supporting this
group, please email the church at
secretary@mvccnh.org

The Prayer Chain is here for you on a daily basis to offer
prayers immediately.  Call Joan Theve 544-9048 OR email
Chris Cordelli crcbird@roadrunner.com

REJOICE and PRAISE GOD…
…for family & friends
…for the still small moments to quiet our hearts.
… for Maggie’s brother Frank - finished with surgery

and rehab, & now at his home. Thank you one
and all.

AND PRAY…
… for the people of Haiti
… for the people of Afghanistan
… for teachers and students returning to school
… for the Theve’s grandson, Andrew, who is in Montana

fighting wildfires.
… for comfort for the Theve’s friend, Pam Honsberger.

She is grieving the loss of her husband.
… for Maggie’s friend, Steve. Surgery has been delayed.
…. for Maggie’s friend Terry. Recent cancer diagnosis

and treatment.
…for Matt Morris (Glenn and Chris's son in law) in the

hospital.
…for Marianne Marcussen for healing and comfort.
…for Joan (a friend of the House Family) recent

diagnosis of cancer.
… for David; Isaac; Joyce Wood’s brother, Larry

Plummer; Bill Rudd (throat cancer), Mel (cancer),
Jeff’s mom, Mary; Ali Meserve  & parents.

…for those suffering from addiction; Caitie, David, and
others. Join community churches as we pray the 3rd of
each month for those suffering from addiction.

…for continuing concerns of Church family and friends,
including: Lorna Bickerdyke; Doris Chase; Ruth
Hansen, Eunice Hodgdon; Judy LeBranche; Dottie
Miles; Gretchen Oakley; Nan & Mort Smith; Arline
Thompson

…and for those at Mountain View, Taylor Home and
other Assisted Living Care Facilities: Millie Calvert;
Charlie Coulter; Rebecca DeLuca; Bob Ketcham;
Jann Poole; Chuck's brother James.

If you have a praise or prayer contact Pastor
Kevin at pastorkevin@mvccnh.org
(603)539-4839 or the church office at
secretary@mvccnh.org (603)544-9661
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

2 Ron LaBranche
5         Barry Adjutant
6 Dean Mendenhall
10 MacKenzie [Maxter] Doran
12 Chris Cordelli, Mary Potter
13 Ginny Sherman
14 Michael Woodward
16 Hannah Crane, Barbara Southard, Dolly

Thompson
17 Patsy Andrew
19 Ella Weiss
20 Paul Kelleher
24 Jean Galvin
25 Sarah Coulter
27 Barbara Barton
29 Sherry Woodward

Please let me know when
your address changes to
continue sending you

The VISITOR.

secretary@mvccnh.org
(603)544-9661

1 Bill & Marianne Marcussen
4 Duke & Barbara Southard, 1959
7 Bart & Lucy Carlson, 1963
8 Jim & Carolyn Craigue

10 Jeffrey & Alexis Wallace, 1977
16 Bob & Joyce Wood, 1989
19 Eric & Katie Adjutant
20 John & Ginny Sherman, 1969
23 Ron & Judy LaBranche, 1983

OCTOBER

VISITOR DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
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MVCC MISSION STATEMENT

to provide the best environment for young and old together to grow and
experience the richness and generosity of Christ.
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